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Dear Students,

Before you know it, high school graduation will be 
here—and you’ll be getting ready for the next big 
step in your life. 

Whether you want to go to a four-year 
college or university, attend a two-year program, 
head straight into work, or enlist in the armed 
services, you need to start planning now to 
answer that “What do you want to be when you 
grow up?” question.

This calendar contains open house dates for 
Maryland colleges and universities, financial aid 
information, tips for landing a dream job, dates 
for important tests, and much more.  We hope 
you’ll use it all year to help keep track of what you 
need to do to prepare for life after high school.  
And throughout the year, ask yourself, “Am I doing 
everything I can to get ready for my next big 
step?” The more prepared you are today, the more 
opportunities you will have to reach your dreams 
and goals tomorrow.

All of us at City Schools wish you success and are 
here to help—with high school this year and as 
you plan for the years beyond! 

Gregory E. Thornton, Ed.D.  
Chief Executive Officer, Baltimore City Public Schools

Shanaysha Sauls, Ph.D.
Chair, Baltimore City Board of School Commissioners

Welcome to a new school year!

In every year at high school, you’ll be taking important steps toward future 
success in college, career...and life. City Schools teachers, counselors, and 
principals are ready to help students and their families along this path, so 
please don’t hesitate to ask.

But if there were only one piece of advice we could offer, it would be this: 
Be at school every day, on time, ready to learn. You can’t grab hold of your 
future if you don’t take advantage of everything available in the present. 

And there’s so much available! From advanced academic programs to 
career and technology education, from internships to college counseling, 
from sports to clubs and enrichment opportunities, high school is a time to 
explore your strengths and interests, so you can make great decisions about 
where you want to go next. 

We’re excited about the year ahead, and seeing where it leads you.

Linda Chen   Rudy Ruiz
Chief Academic Officer Executive Director, Secondary Education Services



September 2014

to walk across the stage as a graduating senior, 
students need 

 21 credits:

SUNDAY mONDAY tUeSDAY WeDNeSDAY tHUrSDAY FrIDAY SAtUrDAY

Start strong: 
Aim for no 
absences this 
month!

1
Labor Day
Schools and 
offices closed

2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10
Dual enrollment 
information/
registration 
session
5:30 p.m.
baltimore City 
Community 
College

11 12 
Deadline to 
register for the SAt 
on October 11

13
ACt (students 
must have 
registered by 
August 8)

14 15 16 17
Dual enrollment 
information/
registration 
session
5:30 p.m.
baltimore City 
Community 
College

18 19
Deadline to 
register for the 
ACt on October 25

20

21 22
Fall college classes 
begin for students 
pursuing dual 
enrollment

23 24 25 26
teacher 
professional day
Schools closed  
for students

Great day to plan a 
college visit!

27

28
performing/Visual 
Arts College Fair
1:00 to 3:30 p.m.
Washington D.C. 
Convention Center

29 30

From 9th to 10th grade: 4 credits
10th to 11th grade: 9 credits (cumulative)
11th to 12th grade: 15 credits (cumulative)1st-quarter progress reports

How many credits do you need to be promoted?

High school graduation requirements

September Open Houses

9/6: St. Mary's C
ollege 

of Marylan
d

9/13: Salisbur
y Universit

y

9/19: Frederick C
ommunity College

9/26: McDaniel College

9/27: Johns Hopkins Universit
y,

   Stevenson Universit
y, Universit

y of  

   Marylan
d, Baltimore County

9/30: Carroll 
Community College

4 in english
4 in math—Algebra I, Algebra II, Geometry, and 
one additional course (at the Algebra I level or  
higher)—for students entering 9th grade in 2011  
or later (for students entering 9th grade in 2014, 
math must be taken every year in high school);  
or 3 in the courses named above for students who  
entered 9th grade before 2011
3 in science—1 in biology and 2 in earth science, 
life science, or physical sciences (including lab 
components)
3 in social studies—U.S. history, American 
government, and world history
1 in technology education 
1 in fine arts
½ in physical education and ½ in health
2 in a foreign language or 2 in advanced 
technology or 4 in a state-approved Career and 
technology education program
2 (for students entering 9th grade in 2011 or later) 
or 3 (for students who entered 9th grade before 
2011) in elective courses

 minimum required scores on statewide tests

 75 hours of service learning

Did you know that all high schools have programs to help you make up credits—and that Achievement Academy, Baltimore 
Community High School, Career Academy, Excel Academy, and Youth Opportunity focus on helping students succeed if they’ve 
fallen behind their grade level?



 Discuss your schedule and graduation requirements with your school 
counselor

 Check your eligibility for honors or Advanced placement (Ap) classes

 Complete the Freshman transition Survey on Naviance

 Familiarize yourself with college entrance requirements

 Get involved with extracurricular activities and service learning

 explore Career and technology education (Cte) programs at your school

 Shadow someone in a career you’re interested in pursuing

 talk to people closest to you about college and different careers

 review your path to graduation and grade point average (GpA) with your 
school counselor

 Consider taking honors or Advanced placement (Ap) classes

 take the pSAt

 explore colleges and careers on Naviance

 Use the Naviance Career Interest profile to research college major(s) 
connected with the career(s) you’re interested in

 explore summer enrichment opportunities

 research costs of attending college

 Use Naviance to find salary information for different careers

 Complete your graduation status review meeting with your school 
guidance counselor

 prepare for the spring SAt by taking the fall pSAt

 Use Naviance College Supermatch to find your “fit factors”

 Look for leadership opportunities

 explore job shadowing and college campus tours

 prepare your résumé

 request letters of recommendation

 If you’re interested in the armed forces, speak with a recruiter

 Complete the post-Secondary Awareness Survey on Naviance

 research and apply for scholarships

 Check your graduation status with your school counselor

 take the fall SAt, ACt, or both

 If interested, take the Armed Services Vocational Aptitude battery

 Use Naviance to assemble all college application materials

 pay close attention to college application and scholarship deadlines

 Attend college fairs and open houses

 Complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) by march 1

 research and apply for scholarships

 take Career and technology education (Cte) certification exams

 Submit enrollment and housing deposits for college/university

    take college placement tests, as required

 Walk across the stage at graduation!

  Grade 9   Grade 10

 Grade 11   Grade 12

PREPARING FOR COLLEGE: A 4-YEAR PLAN
review this checklist with your school counselor.



OCtOber 2014

SUNDAY mONDAY tUeSDAY WeDNeSDAY tHUrSDAY FrIDAY SAtUrDAY

#GetAnswers!

Do you have questions about money for 
college? Need ideas about finding the right 
school for you? Twitter office hours can help 
with these questions—and more. 

Hosted on City Schools’ official Twitter 
account (@baltcityschools), office hours let 
you connect with experts about the college 
process. Follow us for more info.!

1 2 3
parent-teacher 
conferences
early dismissal for 
students

twitter office hours
2:30 to 4:30 p.m.

4

National College Fair
6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
Washington Convention Center

1st-quarter progress reports

5 6 7 8 9
Deadline to 
register for the SAt 
on November 8

10 11
District-sponsored  
SAt for seniors 
(date option 1)

Window for High School Assessments (HSAs)

12 13 14 15
pSAt for 10th and 
11th grade

16 17
teacher 
professional day
Schools closed for 
students

Great day for a 
college visit!

18

Window for HSAs

19 20 21 22 23 24 25
ACt

Horatio Alger 
Scholarship 
deadline

26 27
baltimore National 
College Fair
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m., and 5:30 to 
8:00 p.m.
baltimore 
Convention Center

28
baltimore National 
College Fair
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m.
baltimore 
Convention Center

29
end of 1st 
quarter

30
Start of 2nd 
quarter

31 Most seniors go 
to the National 
College Fair with 
their schools on 
October 27 or 
28. Ask your 
counselor for 
more details.

10/4: Notre Dame University of     Maryland, Salisbury University10/6: McDaniel College
10/13: Goucher College, University      of Maryland, College Park10/17: McDaniel College
10/18: Stevenson University,     Towson University
10/25: St. Mary's College
10/26: Hood College

Standardized tests are one part of most college 
applications. they give colleges and universities the 
chance to compare students from around the country. 
Here are some of the tests that you may be required or 
encouraged to take. 

 PSAT: the foundation for preparing students for the 
SAt, this one assessment also helps with preparation for 
Ap exams, the ACt, HSAs, pArCC, Accuplacer, and more 

 SAT: Used by colleges and universities in the 
admissions process, this test measures academic 
readiness for college in reading, writing, and math

 SAT Subject:  Hour-long tests in different subjects, 
used by some colleges for admission to certain programs

 ACT: required by some colleges and scholarship 
applications, this test in english, math, writing, and 
science can be taken by juniors and seniors

 AP: taken in may by students enrolled in an Advanced 
placement class, a passing grade can help earn college 
credit or placement in higher level college courses

 Accuplacer: An online test that colleges use to 
determine placement in college courses 

 ASVAB: For students interested in the armed services, 
this assessment considers developed abilities and 
predicts future success in the military and helps with 
exploration of general career opportunities

 TOEFL: taken online before entering college or 
university, this test measures english proficiency for non-
native english speakers

October Open Houses

About standardized tests
23 high schools offer Advanced Placement courses, with Poly, Carver, 
Digital Harbor, Dunbar, and Western each offering more than five 
different ones. 



there are lots of options when it comes to finding 
a college or university that’s right for you. Fit 
factors are the features to think about when 
making your decision. by focusing on these 
categories, you can begin to narrow down the 
choices to find a good fit for you.

FIT FACTORS
Size: Small, medium, large, or super-sized.  How large a student 
population would be just right for you?

Location: City, suburbs, or rural; in or outside of maryland; 
hot, cold, or in between; beach town, mountains... Where do 
you want to live?

Type: public or private, single gender or coeducational, 
Historically black Colleges and Universities, tribal College, liberal 
arts, military college or academy, religiously affiliated, two-year, 
four-year—each type of school has a different atmosphere.

Cost: How expensive is it? Can you afford it, or would you need 
a loan or scholarship? How much need-based, merit, or athletic 
aid is available?  

Major: Are you looking to study something special? Is the 
school strong in an area that particularly interests you?

Academic environment: Do you work best in a highly 
competitive, collaborative, or independent setting?

Sports: Do you want to play sports, or are you more of a fan 
in the stands? Do you just want to be part of a crazy sports  
atmosphere? 

Support services: many colleges and universities offer 
things like services for students with special needs and english 
language learners; writing centers, math centers, and tutoring; 
programs for first-generation students; cultural supports; 
mental health services, counseling services, or health centers; 
and programs to help students stay in school until graduation. 
What support will you need to help you earn your degree? 

Special programs: Internships, study abroad, co-ops, job 
shadowing, internships. What programs spark your interest?

Social environment: Do you want to live on campus or 
commute? Are you interested in a fraternity or sorority? What 
clubs or organizations are offered? How diverse is the student 
population? 

Food: meal plans, variety of foods, health or religious 
considerations—don’t forget to give meal time some thought.

  Fits for thought

Remember

It’s important for you to 
determine the fit factors 
that matter most to you.  
everyone’s list is different, 
and your list will probably 
lead you to some schools 
that are new to you.  Don’t 
count those schools out! 
If they meet your fit factor 
requirements, be sure to 
take a look.



NOVember 2014

SUNDAY mONDAY tUeSDAY WeDNeSDAY tHUrSDAY FrIDAY SAtUrDAY

1
Gates millennium 
Scholarship 
writing workshop 
9:00 a.m. to noon
Johns Hopkins 
University

2 3
teacher 
professional day
Schools closed for 
students

Plan a job 
shadow or visit a 
college campus

4
election Day
Schools and 
offices closed

5 6
twitter office hours 
4:30 to 6:30 p.m.

Deadline to 
register for 
the SAt on 
December  6

7
Deadline to 
register for 
the ACt on 
December 13

8 
District-
sponsored  
SAt for seniors 
(date option 2) 

1st-quarter report cards

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

maryland College Application Week

16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Hispanic College 
exploration Fair
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m.
University of 
baltimore
Gates millennium 
workshop  
(see Nov. 1)American education Week

23 24 25 26
Be a top 
contender: 
Submit 
your college 
applications by 
today!

27
thanksgiving
break
Schools and 
offices closed

28
thanksgiving 
break
Schools and 
offices closed

29

30

there is a lot to keep track of when applying for 
college. though the application and deadlines for 
each college may vary slightly, most will require the 
following documents:

 An official transcript

 Standardized test scores

 Application form 
 
    essay or personal statement

 recommendation forms or letters from the 
guidance counselor, a teacher, or others

 mid-year report cards

 Fee or fee waiver form

 Final transcript

Your college application: Make sure 
you have all the parts! 

11/1: Salisbury University, University of     Baltimore
11/7: Morgan State University11/8: Allegany College (Bedford), Towson  
   University
11/9: McDaniel College
11/10: Goucher College
11/14: Notre Dame of Maryland     University
11/15: Loyola University of Maryland, Towson 
   University
11/17: McDaniel College11/22: Stevenson University

November Open Houses

5th- and 8th-grade students are starting to make school choices for next 
year. Share what you know about the steps for success from middle school 
to high school to college and career, and help younger friends and relatives 
make great choices. 



Use this formula to get an idea of what it costs to go to college: 
Tuition + Fees + Room/Board + Books + Transportation + Personal Expenses

Tuition: What it costs to take classes

Fees: Covers all the campus extras

Room: What is costs to live in a dorm, pay rent, or other housing expenses

Board: money for food or a meal plan

Books: textbooks purchased to use in class

Transportation: Cost of getting to and from campus (car, public transportation, bus, airplane, 
train)

Personal expenses: All the other things you will need (e.g., toiletries, snacks, etc.)

Next, consider all the options open to you to finance your college career!

the Federal Student Aid website (studentaid.
ed.gov) is a great resource to introduce you to many of 
the options. 

most important is the FAFSA (Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid; visit fafsa.ed.gov), which helps 
students and families access federal student aid 
and qualify for need-based aid from colleges and 
universities themselves.  

Federal aid includes...

Grants: money that in most cases doesn’t have to 
be paid back 

Loans: money you can borrow but that usually 
must be repaid, with interest

Work study: A program that lets you do a job, 
usually on campus, to earn money that does not 
have to be repaid

the FAFSA4caster provides families with a “forecast” 
of their eligibility for federal student aid.  Families can 
enter their actual (or estimated) financial information 
to find out quickly how much they are likely to be 
eligible to receive for college expenses.  

Another tool, CSS Profile (College Search Service; 
visit student.collegeboard.org/css-financial-aid-
profile), is an online application that collects financial 
information used by certain colleges and scholarship 
programs to award aid funds. 

   PAYING FOR COLLEGE

    How can I pay for college?  How much does college cost?

 
A scholarship is financial aid that you don’t have to repay. Scholarships can vary in amount, 
source, and eligibility requirements. Do your research and check out the resources below.  

Maryland Higher Education Commission, www.mhec.state.md.us: Helps students 
secure funds (from $500 to $16,000) to attend college in maryland. In some cases, funds can be 
used at schools in other states, through something called the Academic Common market.

CollegeBound Foundation, www.collegeboundfoundation.org: Awards scholarships to 
students who attend baltimore City public Schools.

Central Scholarship Bureau, www.central-scholarship.org: Helps students in 
baltimore and surrounding counties access financial resources for college through scholarships 
and interest-free loans. 

Scholarships

In 2013-14, both Poly and Forest Park graduated 
Gates Millennium Scholarship winners, who are taking 
advantage of a four-year “free ride” to college.



Naviance: A great resource for 
all things college and career

DeCember 2014

SUNDAY mONDAY tUeSDAY WeDNeSDAY tHUrSDAY FrIDAY SAtUrDAY

Don’t forget 
to check out 
the FAFSA 
website: 
fafsa.ed.gov 

1 2 3
Dual enrollment 
information/
registration 
session
5:30 p.m.
baltimore City 
Community 
College

4 5 6 SAt

Way2Gomaryland
College 
preparation event
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m.
Coppin State 
University

7 8 
elijah Cummings’ 
How to pay for 
College seminar 
5:00 to 8:00 p.m.
enoch pratt Free
Library (central)

9 10 11 12 13
ACt

Gates millennium 
Scholarship 
writing workshop 
9:00 a.m. to noon
Johns Hopkins 
University

2nd-quarter progress reports Window for evening parent-
teacher conferences

14 15 16
Dual enrollment 
session
5:30 p.m.
bCCC

17 18 19 20

Window for evening parent-
teacher conferences

21 22 23
middle and high 
school choice 
application 
deadline

24
Winter break
Schools and 
offices closed

25
Winter break
Schools and 
offices closed

26
Winter break
Schools and 
offices closed

27

28 29
Winter break
Schools closed

30
Winter break
Schools closed

31
Winter break
Schools closed Are you up for a challenge? Make perfect 

attendance for the rest of the school year 
your New Year’s resolution. You can do it!

Naviance is an online college and career planning tool 
available at no cost to City Schools students, families, 
and educators. It helps with...

 College, career, and scholarship searches 

 Learning about the college admission process

 Finding out about financial aid

 exploring career pathways 

 Learning about requirements to enter the armed 
services

 building a résumé

 Keeping track of important dates, events, and other 
activities

 Staying on top of the college application process

 planning your future!

If you don’t have an account, ask your  
counselor to help you set one up.

December Open Houses
12/5: Coppin State University



Eligibility requirements for students who will...

Enter college before August 1, 2016 Enter college on or after August 1, 2016

Earn 16 core credits:
•	 4 english credits
•	 3 math credits (Algebra I or higher)
•	 2 natural or physical science credits
•	 1 additional credit in english, math, or 

natural/physical science
•	 2 social studies credits
•	 4 additional credits in foreign language, 

english, math, natural/physical science, social 
studies, or philosophy

Earn the 16 core course credits listed at left, 
plus...
•	 10 of these core credits must be finished 

before the 7th semester of high school/senior 
year

•	 7 of the 10 core credits must be in english, 
math, or science

•	 these 7 courses are “locked in” and cannot  
be retaken to improve grade point average 
(GpA)

Meet sliding scale requirement for GPA and 
SAT/ACT

Meet sliding scale requirement for GPA and 
SAT/ACT
•	 minimum GpA of 2.3 within the 16 core 

courses

Graduate from high school Graduate from high school

NAVIGATING THE NCAA: A guide for college-bound student athletes

Please double-check with your school counselor or coach for a list of your school's approved core courses and to view the GPA, SAT, or ACT sliding scales.
Check out Naviance and these websites for more information:
www.ncaaeligbilitycenter.orgwww.2point3.org 



JANUArY 2015
Joining the armed services is a big step that takes 
a lot of thought and a big commitment. It also 
has big benefits—including lots of career options, 
competitive salaries and on-the-job benefits, 
and help with college. If you think you may be 
interested, JrOtC is a great way to learn more 
about what military service is all about.

You can enlist in the military straight out of high 
school, but there are also options that allow you to 
gain a college degree before your years of service.

 Service academies: the competition to get 
in is tough, but if you’re admitted to one of 
the academies that trains officers for different 
branches of the U.S. armed forces, you earn a 
college degree at no cost—in exchange for a 
commitment to serve after graduation. 

Service academies include the U.S. Naval Academy 
(Annapolis), military Academy (West point), Air 
Force Academy (Colorado Springs), Coast Guard 
Academy (New London), and merchant marine 
Academy (Kings point). Check out Naviance or talk 
to your counselor for more information. And start 
planning your application early: there are lots of 
steps, and preparing for them needs to begin in 
9th or 10th grade.

 ROTC: the reserve Officers’ training Corps 
exists at many colleges and universities around 
the country. rOtC scholarships are available to 
help pay for college, in exchange for a service 
commitment after graduation. Naviance can help 
you find colleges with rOtC programs.

A call to service

SUNDAY mONDAY tUeSDAY WeDNeSDAY tHUrSDAY FrIDAY SAtUrDAY

You may qualify for fee waivers for college applications, 
SAT, and other tests. Ask at your counseling office for 
information!

1 
Winter break
Schools closed

FAFSA available

2
Winter break
Schools closed

3

4 5 6 7 8 9
Deadline to 
register for the 
ACt on February 7

10
Gates millennium 
Scholarship 
writing workshop 
9:00 a.m. to noon
Johns Hopkins 
University

11 12 13 
Dual enrollment 
session
5:30 p.m.
bCCC

14
twitter office 
hours 
4:30 to 7:30 p.m.

15 
Gates millennium, 
Dell scholarships 
application 
deadline 

16
end of 2nd 
quarter

17

Window for High School Assessments (HSAs)
Window for high school midterm exams

18 19
martin Luther 
King, Jr., Day
Schools and 
offices closed

20
Start of 3rd 
quarter

21 22 23 24
SAt

2nd-quarter report cards

Window for HSAs

25 26
2nd-quarter 
report cards

Spring college 
classes begin for 
students pursuing 
dual enrollment

27 28 29 30 31
January Open Houses

1/17: Notre Dame University of     Maryland

JROTC is offered at Carver, Edmondson, Excel, Forest Park, Frederick Douglass, 
Heritage, Maritime, New Era, Northwestern, Poly, and Patterson. Visit “Find a 
School” at the City Schools website to find out which school offers which branch.



College fairs: A one-stop opportunity
College fairs are an opportunity to talk one on one with admissions officers 
from schools that interest you and to learn about schools you may not have 
considered before. 

At the major fairs, hundreds of colleges and universities are represented, so 
it can be hard to know where to begin. Here are some tips to make the most 
of your college fair visit. the more prepared you are, the less overwhelmed 
you will feel.  

•	 before walking in the door, do your homework. Know which colleges 
will be at the fair, and use your fit factors (see November) to identify the 
ones you definitely want to check out.

•	 Visit college websites before the fair, so you’ll have general information 
before you talk with admissions officers. 

•	 For each school, make a list of questions not answered on its website.

•	 You won’t have time to visit every table. make sure you pick up a map or 
floor plan for the fair, and prioritize visiting the colleges that meet your 
top fit factor requirements. 

•	 remember to fill out a card 
for each school with your 
contact information or let the 
representative scan your fair 
admissions card or badge. 
Some colleges track your 
“demonstrated interest.” 

 

 
College tours let you see, hear, and feel what a campus is like. Getting a real 
sense of the classes, students, faculty, schedule, and location can help you 
decide if a college is a good fit.  the baltimore area has many universities you 
can visit with an easy drive or mtA ride. Some more-distant schools may have 
aid available for visits, so don’t let distance or cost rule out a trip.

eat the food, talk to current students about their experiences, go to campus 
resource rooms (like the writing center), and take notes and lots of pictures. 
After you leave the campus, talk with whomever visited the campus with you 
about what they thought.  Sometimes they will notice something that you 
didn’t.

If you can’t get there physically, college websites sometimes offer online tours. 
You can also take virtual college tours on Naviance. talk to your counselor to 
learn how.

MAKNG THE MOST OF COLLEGE FAIRS AND TOURS

Why should you take a tour of a college?

Naviance is a great tool to help you get ready for college fairs. Use the “Super Match” and “College Search” features to find schools of interest and links to their websites.



FebrUArY 2015
Another step students can take to prepare for college 
and career is to follow one of City Schools’ Career and 
technology education pathways. more than 20 City 
Schools offer Cte programs in the following career 
clusters: 
 

 Arts, media, and Communication 
 

 business, management, and Finance 
 

 Career research and Development (a career 
exploration program) 
 

 Construction and Development 
 

 Consumer Services, Hospitality, and tourism 
 

 environmental, Agriculture, and Natural resources 
 

 Gateway to technology (a middle school program 
focused on science, technology, engineering, and math) 
 

 Health and biosciences 
 

 Human resource Services 
 

 Information technology 
 

 manufacturing, engineering, and technology

 transportation technologies 

City Schools CTE programs

SUNDAY mONDAY tUeSDAY WeDNeSDAY tHUrSDAY FrIDAY SAtUrDAY

1 2 3 4
twitter office 
hours
4:30 to 6:30 p.m. 

5 6 7
ACt

FAFSA help
9:00 a.m. to noon
baltimore Cash 
Campaign, 
mondawmin mall

8 9 10 11 12 13
Deadline to 
register for the 
SAt on march 14

14
FAFSA help
9:00 a.m. to noon
baltimore Cash 
Campaign, 
mondawmin mall

Aim to submit your 
FAFSA by today. 
(The Maryland 
FAFSA deadline is 
March 1.) 

15 16
presidents’ 
Day
Schools and 
offices closed

17
teacher 
professional 
day
Schools closed 
for students

18 19 20 21 
FAFSA help
9:00 a.m. to noon
baltimore Cash 
Campaign, 
mondawmin mall

22 23 24 25 26 27 28
FAFSA help
9:00 a.m. to noon
baltimore Cash 
Campaign, 
mondawmin mall



Flip back to November in this calendar, and you’ll see a snapshot of the pieces that go 
into a college application. but once you’ve put all those pieces together, how do you 
know if you’re in a good position to be accepted? 

Naviance and your counselor can give you an idea of what different schools are looking 
for, but here for reference are the minimum requirements to be admitted to 
colleges in the maryland state system.

 A high school diploma (or equivalent)

 An overall grade point average equivalent to a C or better (at least a 2.0)

 A score on the SAt, ACt, or other nationally standardized assessment

 High school credits that demonstrate readiness for college:
4 in english
4 in math (Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, and one additional)
3 in biological and physical sciences
3 in social sciences/history
2 in a language other than english (or, in some cases, 2 in advanced 
technology)

GETTING INTO COLLEGE: What does it take?

Like most universities, Maryland 

schools consider other factors, too—

like whether you’ve taken advanced- 

level coursework, your academic 
electives, scores on high school 

assessments, trends in performance, 

ways that you’ve shown citizenship 

and leadership, any special talents, 

and your personal circumstances.
So make sure to work all these 

things into your college application!



mArCH 2015

 Graphic or web designer

 mason

 plumber

 electrician

 Welder

 Cosmetologist

 Chef or pastry chef

 Nurse

 emergency medical technician (emt)

 Dental assistant

 Child care provider

 Computer programmer

 Cisco-certified programmer

 engineer

 Automotive technician

 Oracle-certified associate

 Office assistant

Get certified to become a...

Whether you want to become a chef, an accountant, or 
a computer programmer, City Schools offers dozens of 
certifications in career paths. Here are a few of them...

SUNDAY mONDAY tUeSDAY WeDNeSDAY tHUrSDAY FrIDAY SAtUrDAY

1
maryland FAFSA 
due

Deadline for 
maryland Higher 
education 
Commission and 
Collegebound 
scholarship 
applications

2 3 4 5 6
parent-teacher 
conferences 
early dismissal for 
students

twitter office 
hours 
2:30 to 4:30 p.m.

7

3rd-quarter progress reports

Window for partnership for Assessment of readiness for College and 
Career (pArCC) assessments

8 9 10 11 12 13
Deadline to 
register for the 
ACt on April 18

14
District-sponsored  
SAt for juniors 
(date option 1)

Window for pArCC assessments

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

Window for pArCC assessments

22 23 24 25
end of 3rd 
quarter

26
Start of 4th 
quarter

27 28

Window for pArCC assessments

29 30 31

4th quarter is underway. Finish strong, with great 
attendance!

3rd-quarter report cards

The “Find a School” feature on City Schools’ website lets you search for schools 
that offer different career paths—from culinary arts at the National Academy 
Foundation to business at Reginald F. Lewis to medicine at Vivien T. Thomas...and 
more. Check it out at www.baltimorecityschools.org, under the “Schools” tab!

March Open Houses
3/10 and 3/11: Community    College of Baltimore County



 
 
 
 
 

Did you know you can earn college credit while you’re still in high school? talk with your school’s guidance counselor about Advanced placement (Ap),  dual 
enrollment, and Career and technology education (Cte) possibilities at your school.

GET A JUMP ON COLLEGE CREDIT

Advanced Placement 
•	 Ap courses follow a college-level curriculum with a typical college workload.
•	 Courses offered vary by high school; see the “Find a School” tool at www.

baltimorecityschools.org (under the “Schools” tab) to see which schools offer which 
courses.

•	 Some colleges award credit or higher course placement if you earn a certain grade 
on an Ap exam.

•	 See your counselor for additional information or visit apstudent.collegeboard.org.

Dual Enrollment 
•	 through an agreement with baltmore City Community College (bCCC), 

City Schools students earn college credit while attending high school.

•	 to be eligible to participate, students must have a minimum 2.5 GpA, 
94% attendance rate, have passed at least three HSAs, and be on track 
to graduate.

•	 Students must also obtain the minimum Accuplacer score to qualify 
for placement in college credit–bearing courses (students’ SAt or ACt 
scores may exempt them from this requirement).

•	 Ask your counselor for more information and dates for testing, 
registration, and the beginning of college classes!

CTE Articulation Agreements 
•	 City Schools has these agreements with local community colleges.

•	 through these agreements, high school students may be able 
to earn college credit within Career and technology education 
pathways.

•	 See your counselor for more information or visit www.
marylandpublicschools.org/mSDe/divisions/careertech.

Students at Baltimore City College who pursue the International Baccalaureate may also earn college credit based on IB exam results.
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the college admissions and job application 
processes are very competitive. make yourself stand 
out by answering these questions before writing 
a college essay, drafting your résumé, or going in 
for an interview. Ask family and friends the same 
questions about you, and compare your answers!

 What are my academic strengths?

 How would my closest friends describe me?

 What adjectives best describe me? 

 What school activities do I like most? 

 Which school activities do I like least? 

 What activities do I participate in outside of 
school?

 What are my unique talents?

 What do I hope to accomplish after graduation?

What sets you apart?

SUNDAY mONDAY tUeSDAY WeDNeSDAY tHUrSDAY FrIDAY SAtUrDAY

Spring break is a great time to make college 
visits or participate in job shadowing.

1
Central 
Scholarship 
deadline

2 3
Spring break
Schools and 
offices closed

4

3rd-quarter report cards

5 6
Spring break
Schools and 
offices closed

Deadline to 
register for the 
SAt on may 2

7
Spring break
Schools closed

8
Spring break
Schools closed

9
Spring break
Schools closed 

10
Spring break
Schools closed

11

12 13 14 15 16 17
teacher 
professional day
Schools closed for 
students

twitter office 
hours
2:30 to 4:30 p.m.

18
ACt

Window for High School Assessments (HSAs) for seniors

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

Window for partnership for Assessment of readiness for College and Career (pArCC) assessments

26 27 28 29 30

Be sure to check out the 
list of helpful websites and 
phone numbers at the end 
of this calendar. 

Window for pArCC assessments

4/11: Allegany College of Maryland     (Cumberland)
4/23: Allegany College of Maryland     (Somerset)

April Open Houses



You’ve been accepted to a program, college, or university. time for a pat 
on the back and a party! 

After celebrating, make sure to reread your acceptance letter and follow 
these tips and reminders.  

  read the entire letter! It has a lot of important information about 
deadlines, placement testing, financial aid, and scholarships.

  make sure you submitted a FAFSA.
 

  If you got more than one acceptance, compare the financial aid offers to 
see which school will give you the best package (grant, loan, scholarship, 
and/or work study).
 

  Once you have decided which school to attend, submit your housing 
and enrollment deposit. (It’s usually due by may 1.)
 

  take any placement tests required by your college, university, or 
program. 

  please continue to check your mail, email, and online student portals 
throughout the summer for important news and updates.

YOU HAVE THE ACCEPTANCE LETTER!... Now what?

You did it.CONGRATULATIONS! 
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SUNDAY mONDAY tUeSDAY WeDNeSDAY tHUrSDAY FrIDAY SAtUrDAY

In- and out-of-school activities can help boost your college applications and 
résumé. Find out about clubs and sports at your school, and ask your school 
counselor about after-school options. 

1
National 
Candidates reply 
Day  

Window for pArCC 
assessments

2
District-sponsored  
SAt for juniors 
(date option 2)

3 4 5 6 7 8 Deadline to 
register for the 
SAt on June 6 and 
ACt on June 13

9

4th-quarter progress reports

Window for pArCC assessments

Advanced placement (Ap) exams 

10 11
4th-quarter 
progress 
reports

12 13 14 15 16

Window for pArCC assessments

Ap exams 

Window for evening parent-teacher conferences

17 18 19 20
twitter office 
hours
4:30 to 6:30 p.m.

21 22 23

Window for High School Assessments (HSAs)

24 25
memorial Day
Schools and 
offices closed

26 27 28 29 30

31

Window for HSAs

If you’re looking for a way to boost your résumé 
while learning new skills and having fun, find a 
summer job.  Here are a few tips to help you land 
one.

 Start searching online early. begin thinking 
about your summer job well before the end 
of the school year. research the type of job 
you want  (e.g., an internship; a job in retail, an 
office, or restaurant; an outdoor job, maybe in 
construction or other physical activity).

 Draft and update your résumé in Naviance.

 Apply for a summer job with the city’s 
YouthWorks program (youthworks.oedworks.
com; see June).

 talk to friends and family to see if they know 
places that are hiring.

 Ask staff at your school if they know about any 
openings.

 Ask your Cte teacher about summer positions 
connected with your career pathway.

Tips for finding a summer job



Congratulations! You’ve graduated high school, been accepted to college, and have a great future ahead of you. Now is the time to stay 
on track and make sure you make it all the way through—from the first day of fall semester to commencement.  

Here are some tips to help you out!

 take your college placement tests to make sure you can enroll for the right classes.
 
 Continuously check your email and any student accounts you’ve created with your college or university for important dates        
                 and reminders. 
 
                 Attend all new student orientations scheduled at your college or university.

 manage your time carefully. take care of your responsibilities first, so you have time for fun.

 take initiative. make sure you ask questions and attend every class.

 Get to know your professors and attend their office hours when you need additional help.

 Find the library or a quiet space away from your dorm, house, or apartment where you can focus on studying. 

 Find your school’s writing center and student services center, where you can complete work and schedule appointments with     
                 tutors/teaching assistants. 
 
 Join study groups to work with classmates on studying and completing projects and assignments. 

take time to reflect and rest. make sure you are pursuing a program you like and interests that make you happy in your personal 
life.
 
Continue to check with the financial aid office regarding your awards, and make sure you complete the FAFSA every year you’re in 
school. 
   
Know who is on your team. When you feel overwhelmed, know who you can rely on, whether they are family members, friends, or 
other people close to you. Don’t be afraid to reach out for help. We all need it sometimes. 

 Acknowledgment to Collin College, www.collin.edu, for ideas about the transition to college.

TRANSITION TIPS FOR SENIORS

1

3

2

4
5
6
7

8

9

10

11

12
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YouthWorks matches baltimore youth between 
the ages of 14 and 21 with paid jobs. Jobs last for 
six weeks, from the end of June to August 1. to 
register...

 Visit youthworks.oedworks.com to preregister 
between January and march.

 Attend a meeting at the YouthWorks offices to 
become certified.

 Check your email for your appointment.

 Show up to work!

If you have questions, contact YouthWorks at  
410-396-JObS (5627) or  summerjobs@oedworks.
com. 

Summer jobs with YouthWorks

SUNDAY mONDAY tUeSDAY WeDNeSDAY tHUrSDAY FrIDAY SAtUrDAY

Good luck 
on your final 
exams!

1 2 3 4 5 6
SAt

Window for High School Assessments (HSAs)

7 8 9 10 11 12 13
ACt

Window for high school final exams

14 15
end of 4th quarter 
 
Last day of school 
for students*

16
Last day of school 
for staff*

17 18 19 20

4th-quarter report cards

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30

*The last day of school for students at most schools is June 
15 (but could be earlier if fewer than five “snow days” are 
used). The last day for most staff is one day after the last 
day for students. #haveagreatsummer



 
Naviance—connection.naviance.com 
track college applications, find colleges using fit factors, explore careers, 
search for scholarships, locate summer enrichment activities, and stay 
organized. (Ask you counselor for your school’s custom UrL and your log-in.)

College Board— www.collegeboard.org  
Use this site to register for the SAt, see what skills you can work on to 
improve your SAt scores, develop an SAt study plan, and watch helpful 
videos.

ACT—www.actstudent.org 
Use this site to register for the ACt, see how you can build your skills for 
the ACt, and get help accessing resources in the college process.

College Results—www.collegeresults.org   
this site allows you to compare colleges using financial aid information, 
student profile, retention data, graduation data, and more.

CollegeBound Foundation—www.collegeboundfoundation.org  
this organization has scholarships for students from baltimore City public 
Schools and is a great resource to help you find money for college.  

Central Scholarship Bureau—www.central-scholarship.org  
CSb helps students in baltimore and surrounding counties access financial 
resources for college through scholarships and interest-free loans.  

Maryland Higher Education Commission—www.mhec.state.
md.us 
Helps students secure $500 to $16,000 to attend college in maryland, 
and assists with funds that can leave maryland through the Academic 
Common market.

Federal Student Aid—www.studentaid.gov  
this is the federal government’s tool and portal to give families more 
information about financial aid and the application process.  

FAFSA Forecaster—www.fafsaonline.com/fafsa-on-the-web/
fafsa-forecaster.php 
this tool provides an early personalized estimate of a family’s eligibility for 
federal student aid.    

College Navigator—nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator  
this is the federal government’s site to provide information for finding out 
more about colleges and universities

NCAA Eligibility Center—eligibilitycenter.org 
If you are considering playing sports in college, check out this site for 

resources and all the rules that govern student athletes.

2-year colleges  
Allegany College of maryland                                              301-724-7700

Anne Arundel Community College 410-541-2240

baltimore City Community College (bCCC) 410-462-8300

Community College of baltimore County (CCbC) 443-840-2222

4-year colleges and universities  
University of baltimore (Ub) 410-837-4777

bowie State University 301-860-3415

Capitol College 301-953-3200

Coppin State University 410-951-3600

Frostburg State University 301-687-4201

Garrett College 301-387-3010

Goucher College 410-337-6100

Hood College 301-696-3400

Johns Hopkins University (JHU) 410-516-8171

Loyola University 410-617-5012

maryland Institute College of Art (mICA) 410-225-2222

University of maryland, baltimore County (UmbC) 410-455-2291

University of maryland, College park 301-314-8385

University of maryland, eastern Shore 410-651-8410

mcDaniel College 410-857-2230

morgan State University 443-885-3000

Notre Dame of maryland University 410-532-5330

Salisbury University 410-543-6161

Sojourner-Douglass College 410-276-0306

St. mary’s College of maryland 240-895-5000

Stevenson University 410-486-7001

towson University 410-704-2113

Admissions contacts at local colleges/universitiesHelpful websites



My aspirations are to become a

One goal that I have set for myself is
 

My college visit is scheduled for

 
My internship/job shadowing date is scheduled for

My checklist:

 I have completed my résumé

 I have completed testing required for graduation

 I have reviewed my grades and progress towards graduation 
with my counselors and my parents for marking periods:

 Quarter 1   Quarter 2
 Quarter 3   Quarter 4

 I have completed my FAFSA

  I am taking the next steps!

Where will your journey take you?

There are lots of steps along the way to college and 
career success—and lots of places to turn for help. 
Your family, friends, and others close to you can be 
your biggest supporters, so keep them up to date on 
where you are in the process and turn to them with 
questions and for advice.

Your school has lots of resources available to you, 
too:  Your teachers, school leaders, coaches, and 
counselors can offer advice and assistance. They’re 
ready and want to help—so please ask!

If you need more assistance, contact City Schools 
at the following numbers, or visit 200 East North 
Avenue to speak with a staff member in person.

> Secondary Education Services, 443-642-3839
> Teaching and Learning, 443-642-3990
> Student Support and Safety, 443-642-3800
> Special Education, 410-396-8900
> Student Records, 443-642-4640
> Family and Community Engagement, 410-545-1870

Getting help along the way



200 East North Avenue  •  Baltimore, Maryland 21202  •  www.baltimorecityschools.org  •  443-984-2000
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